
F U N D R A I S I N G
G U I D E

O T A T  F U N D R A I S I N G

T I P S  &  I N S P I R A T I O N



Thank  you  for  support ing  One  Tai l  at  a  Time !

One of the things I admire so much about our OTAT community is how
the people in it embrace every opportunity to save another life.

Sometimes that can mean cleaning kennels or bottle feeding kittens.
Other times that means helping us raise funds to keep those kennels
and bottles full, 365 days a years!

OTAT depends (like, completely depends!) on the kindness of others to
keep saving lives, so believe us when we say it...Thank you for
fundraising for our animals!

Inside you'll find a few fundraising ideas that have worked well for
others, but we can't wait to see what you'll come up with on your own.

Happy FUNraising from One Tail!

Cara Schwalbach

OTAT Development Director

W E L C O M E ,  R E S C U E  L O V E R
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M A K E  T H E  F I R S T  D O N A T I O N .
No one likes to be the first at
anything! Try to make the very
first donation to your page
before asking others to join
you. 

S T A R T  C L O S E  T O  H O M E .
Ask 5-10 of your closest friends
& family first. They’re more likely
to donate than anyone else!

S E T  A  R E A L I S T I C  G O A L . . .
T H E N  R A I S E  I T !  

Make your first goal one that
you're pretty confident you'll
reach, but plan to raise it later!
Your supporters will love
watching you reach one goal
right after another :)

D O N ' T  M A K E  E V E R Y  P O S T
A N  A S K .  

Make sure to share pictures,
positive messages, and thank
you’s in between asking for
donations. It makes a
difference!

G E T  Y O U R  T A G  O N .
On Facebook, make sure to tag
donors in thank you posts.
They'll see your kind notes, and
others will too! 

F U N D R A I S I N G  G U I D E

F U N D R A I S I N G  T I P S  W E  L I K E  ( A  L O T )



B E S T  P R A C T I C E S

E - M A I L  F U N D R A I S I N G

O N E T A I L . O R G

u n l e s s  y o u ' r e  s h a r i n g  a  s u p e r

p e r s o n a l  s t o r y  t h a t  n e e d s  * d e t a i l s *

E M A I L  Y O U R  C L O S E S T  F R I E N D S

O N E  A T  A  T I M E

k e e p  t h i n g s  p e r s o n a l  a n d  f r o m  t h e

h e a r t  - -  t r y  n o t  t o  " b c c "

I N C L U D E  P H O T O S

i n  t h e  b o d y  o f  y o u r  e m a i l  i n s t e a d

o f  a t t a c h i n g  t h e m

K E E P  T H I N G S  B R I E F

p e o p l e  g e t  b u s y  a n d  f o r g e t

t h i n g s !  P l u s ,  i n b o x e s  a r e  w e i r d .

G i v e  ' e m  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  c h a n c e

t o  s e e  y o u r  m e s s a g e !

I N C L U D E  T H E  L I N K  T O  Y O U R

F U N D R A I S I N G  P A G E

m a k e  i t  o b v i o u s  h o w  t o  d o n a t e !

 

A L W A Y S  I N C L U D E  A  P . S . ,  A N D

A S K  F O R  D O N A T I O N S  H E R E

s o m e  p e o p l e  w i l l  o n l y  r e a d  t h e

p . s . ,  s o  m a k e  i t  g o o d  ; )

 

F O L L O W  U P
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Y E P ,  M O R E
I D E A S !

I N - H O N O R .
Celebrate a pet or someone you
love by raising funds in their name,
or for a special occasion!

I N  M E M O R Y .
Make a tribute to a pet or loved
one who has passed by
supporting pets still in need.

I N  L I E U .
Ask for donations instead of
birthday or holiday gifts!

M A K E  I T  A  ( F R I E N D L Y )
C O M P E T I T I O N .
See who can raise more---You or
a sibling? You or your significant
other? Your team or another
team?!

D O  S O M E T H I N G  W E I R D .
Promise to do something wild
(like sing, dance, or shave your
whole head!) when you reach
your goal :)

G I V E  G I F T S .
Draw a sketch, make a craft, or
do something nice for everyone
who donates $25 or more!



O N E T A I L . O R G

F A C E B O O K  F U N D R A I S I N G

B E S T  P R A C T I C E S

p o s t s  w i t h  j u s t  w o r d s  a r e

b o o o o o o o r i n g  a r e w e r i g h t ?  : )  

U S E  T H E  ' I N V I T E '  B U T T O N

t o  p e r s o n a l l y  i n v i t e  f r i e n d s  t o  y o u r

f u n d r a i s e r

S H A R E  S T O R I E S  F R O M  O T A T ' S

P A G E

t h i s  i s  a  g r e a t  w a y  f o r  p e o p l e  t o

' m e e t '  t h e  p e t s  t h e y ' r e  h e l p i n g !

S H A R E  A  P H O T O  W I T H  E V E R Y

S I N G L E  P O S T a n d . . .  y o u  g u e s s e d  i t . . .  t a g  y o u r

s u p p o r t e r s  b y  t h e i r  n a m e !

M A K E  P O S T S  T O  T H A N K  Y O U R

D O N O R S

b e  s u r e  t o  ' t a g '  t h e i r  n a m e s  t o o

 

S H A R E  U P D A T E S  I N  Y O U R

F U N D R A I S E R

p l u s  p i c t u r e s  a n d  t h a n k  y o u s !

 

C O M M E N T  &  L I K E  E V E R Y

S I N G L E  D O N A T I O N
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M E L I S S A
promised a ridiculous song if
she met her goal.

M A R L E N E
did some hip-hop dancing for
her supporters!

A N D R E A

told a completely genuine and
hilarious story.

J I L L I A N
posted a funny picture of her
pup with a custom message for
each of her supporters.

W H E N  I N  D O U B T . . .
promise to feed your dog tacos...
this literally always works! 

F U N D R A I S I N G  G U I D E

W H A T ' S  E V E R Y O N E  E L S E  D O I N G ?

K A T I E
drew a picture for everyone who
donated to her fundraiser.

S A M
took family photos for each of
his donors and their pets!
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F U N D R A I S I N G  G U I D E

C A N  M Y  S U P P O R T E R S  D O N A T E  B Y  C H E C K ?

O f  c o u r s e !  M a k e  s u r e  y o u r  n a m e / f u n d r a i s e r  i s  m e n t i o n e d  s o m e w h e r e  o n

t h e  c h e c k  o r  i n c l u d e d  o n  a  n o t e .  C h e c k s  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  t o  O n e  T a i l  a t

a  T i m e  a n d  m a i l e d  t o :  2 0 2 0  N .  C a l i f o r n i a  A v e ,  S u i t e  7 ,  # 1 5 2 ,  C h i c a g o ,

I L  6 0 6 4 7  

A R E  T H E  D O N A T I O N S  I  C O L L E C T  T A X - D E D U C T I B L E ?

O n e  T a i l  a t  a  T i m e  i s  a  5 0 1 ( c ) ( 3 )  n o n - p r o f i t .  D o n a t i o n s  m a d e  t o  y o u r

p a g e  t a x - d e d u c t i b l e  t o  t h e  f u l l  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  l a w .

W H A T  A B O U T  M A T C H I N G  D O N A T I O N S ?

I f  y o u ' v e  b e e n  t o l d  a b o u t  a  m a t c h i n g  g i f t  b y  o n e  o f  y o u r  s u p p o r t e r s ,

p l e a s e  e m a i l  m a g g i e . h u d s t o n @ o n e t a i l . o r g .  W e ' l l  a d d  t h e  m a t c h  a s  a

p l e d g e  t o  y o u r  f u n d r a i s i n g  p a g e ,  a n d  o n c e  w e ' v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  p a y m e n t

i t  w i l l  c o u n t  p u b l i c l y  t o w a r d  y o u r  g o a l !

H O W  D O  D O N A T I O N S  I ' M  C O L L E C T I N G  M A K E  A  D I F F E R E N C E ?

I n  2 0 2 0 ,  O T A T  r e s c u e d  o v e r  1 , 8 0 0  p e t s  a n d  e v e r y  s i n g l e  r e s c u e  w a s

m a d e  p o s s i b l e  b y  d o n a t i o n s  l i k e  t h o s e  y o u ' l l  c o l l e c t !  F u n d r a i s e r s  l i k e

y o u r s  s u p p o r t  O n e  T a i l  a t  a  T i m e ' s  m i s s i o n  o f  e n d i n g  p e t  h o m e l e s s n e s s

b y  m a k i n g  p e t  o w n e r s h i p  a  j o y f u l  a n d  a c c e s s i b l e  e x p e r i e n c e .  C h e c k

y o u r  f u n d r a i s i n g  t o o l k i t  ( r e c e i v e d  a f t e r  y o u  r e g i s t e r  a  f u n d r a i s i n g

p a g e ! )  f o r  s t a t s  a n d  m o r e  d o n a t i o n  f a c t s  t h a t  y o u  c a n  s h a r e  w i t h  y o u r

s u p p o r t e r s !

W H A T  D O  Y O U  M E A N  B Y  " F U N R A I S E  P A G E "  V S .  " F A C E B O O K

F U N D R A I S E R ? "

T h e r e  a r e  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  p a g e s  t h a t  y o u  c a n  c o l l e c t  d o n a t i o n s

f r o m  a n d  s h a r e !  I f  y o u  c r e a t e  a  f u n d r a i s i n g  p a g e  t h r o u g h  O T A T ' s

d o n a t i o n  p l a t f o r m  f u n r a i s e ,  t h i s  p a g e  w i l l  h a v e  a  u r l  l i k e  t h i s  - - >

t e a m o n e t a i l . f u n r a i s e . o r g / y o u r - n a m e ,  w h i l e  y o u r  F a c e b o o k  f u n d r a i s e r

w i l l  l i v e . . . o n  F a c e b o o k !

F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S
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F U N D R A I S I N G  G U I D E

F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S

D O  I  R E A L L Y  N E E D  T W O  F U N D R A I S I N G  P A G E S ?

I t ' s  a  g r e a t  i d e a !  F u n d r a i s i n g  o n  F a c e b o o k  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  g e t  d o n a t i o n s

f r o m  s o  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e ,  m a y b e  e v e n  f r i e n d s  y o u  h a v e n ' t  s e e n  i n

y e a r s .  A  f u n r a i s e  p a g e  i s  b e t t e r  f o r  l i n k i n g  i n  a n  e m a i l ,  o r  i f  y o u ' r e

s h a r i n g  y o u r  f u n d r a i s e r  w i t h  p e o p l e  y o u  a r e n ' t  f r i e n d s  w i t h  o n

F a c e b o o k .

C A N  I  C O N N E C T  M Y  F A C E B O O K  F U N D R A I S I N G  P A G E  T O  M Y

F U N R A I S E  P A G E ?

O n l y  i f  y o u  s t a r t  y o u r  F a c e b o o k  f u n d r a i s e r  t h r o u g h  y o u r  f u n r a i s e

a c c o u n t .  W h e n  y o u  r e g i s t e r  a  n e w  f u n r a i s e  p a g e ,  y o u ' l l  b e  a s k e d  i f  y o u

w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s t a r t  a  F a c e b o o k  f u n d r a i s e r .  Y o u  c a n  e i t h e r  1 )  S a y  y e s  t o

s t a r t  a  F a c e b o o k  f u n d r a i s e r  R I G H T  N O W  o r  2 )  S a y  " m a y b e  l a t e r "  a n d

s t a r t  a  F a c e b o o k  f u n d r a i s e r  f r o m  y o u r  a c c o u n t  s e t t i n g s .  Y o u r  t w o  p a g e s

( F a c e b o o k  a n d  f u n r a i s e )  w i l l  b e  l i n k e d ,  a n d  y o u ' l l  b e  a b l e  t o  r e a c h

t w i c e  a s  m a n y  p e o p l e  i n  t w o  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f u n d r a i s i n g  l o c a t i o n s !

W H Y  A R E N ' T  F A C E B O O K  D O N A T I O N S  S H O W I N G  U P  O N  M Y  F U N R A I S E

P A G E ?

F a c e b o o k  d o n a t i o n s  w i l l  o n l y  s h o w  u p  o n  y o u r  f u n r a i s e  p a g e  i f  y o u  s t a r t

y o u r  F a c e b o o k  f u n d r a i s e r  f r o m  y o u r  f u n r a i s e  a c c o u n t  ( f u n r a i s e  i s

O T A T ' s  f u n d r a i s i n g  p l a t f o r m ) .  I f  y o u ' r e  c o l l e c t i n g  F a c e b o o k  d o n a t i o n s

t h r o u g h  a  ' b u t t o n '  i n s t e a d  o f  a  p a g e ,  t h o s e  w i l l  n o t  s h o w  u p .

I  S T I L L  H A V E  A  F U N D R A I S I N G  Q U E S T I O N . . . H E L P !

E m a i l  M a g g i e  - - >  m a g g i e . h u d s o n @ o n e t a i l . o r g .  S h e  k n o w s  e v e r y t h i n g  : )


